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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


CHINA, MODERNIZATION VIEWED IN INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT 
Kunming SIXIANG ZHANXIAN in Chinese No 4, 20 Aug 81 pp 11-19 


{Article by Si Mu [1835 1970]: "The Present International Situation and Modern 
Socialist Construction in Our Country") 


[Text] Our undertaking of modern socialist construction has its domestic and foreign 
considerations, First, we must pay attention to our national conditions and under- 
stand them soberly. The general and specific policies adopted for the construction 
of the four modernizations must be in accord with national conditions. Secondly, 

we must also realize that China is a great country with an international character. 
We are carrying out modern construction in a definite international environment 

here on earth, not on the moon, and we cannot do so with the door closed and in 
isolation. In undertaking the four modernizations, we are affected and restricted 

by international conditions. Therefore, in addition to understanding national 
conditions, we must learn about conditions in the world. In other words, we must 
soberly, realistically, and comprehensively consider what is before us, the present 
stage of the international environment, and the characteristics of the international 
situation, as well as possible changes in this respect. From this we can judge the 
hour, size up the situation, and make correct calculations and policy decisions. 

In specific terms, we must be clear about what conditions exist in the international 
arena that are favorable tc the construction of our fovr modernizations and what 
conditions or resistance are unfavorable; we must be ciear how we can increase and 
utilize favorable conditions to remove or reduce unfavorable conditions or resis- 
tance. We should make careful considerations, combine our national conditions, deal 
with what is before us, the present stage of the international situation, and the 
kind of general and specific policies that should be adopted in our diplomacy, 
national defense, and even economy in order to gain the advantage and avoid harm, 

so as to realize more smoothly and safely the construction of the four modernizations. 
Centering on the construction of the four modernizations, two important international 
conditions must be combined with the present international situation for our con- 
sideration: First, what is the possibility of striving for a long-term, peaceful 
international environment? Second, what is the possibility of gaining foreign aid? 


Strive for a Long-Term, Peaceful International Environment 


In brief, the special conditions of our country include a vast territory, a large 
population, a particularly large agricultural population, a backward economy, and 
a low level of culture and science. Having been delayed twice since liberation, 








our country is behind developed countries by several decades economically, 
culturally, and scientifically. We must therefore make a high degree of modern- 
ization a reality. It will not be achieved in 8 or 10 years like West Germany and 
Japan but will be a matter of 30 or more years. Quick success is not possible, and 
even the goal of becoming "comfortably well off," as mentioned by Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping, will not be reached until the end of the century. This requires a peace- 
ful international environment that is as long-term as possible in order to safe- 
guard the smooth implementation of the construction of the four modernizations. 
Local and small-scale wars are not avoidable. In fact, during the 35 years since 
the end of World War II, local wars throughout the world have been taking place 
continuously. The question is: Will a new world war (be it nuclear for the first 
time or conventional) break out in the near future, or will Soviet hegemonism 
launch a war of aggression against China? In the former case, even if war starts 
in Europe or the Middle East, our country might not be able to remain uninvolved. 
In the latter case, it might develop into a world war and our country would itself 
become the first battleground. Under the conditions of a world war, not only would 
we be unable to continue with the four modernizations, but existing construction 
and achievement might be destroyed. True, since the end of the World War II a 
peaceful international environment has generally been maintained and some rather 
serious local wars did not expand into a world war. However, as we entered the 
decade of the 1970's, following the fall of the Soviet Union into social imperialism, 
changes have taken place in the relative strength of the Soviet Union and the United 
States in favor of the former. The Soviet Union has become a superpower (especially 
a military power) obsessed with ambition. In order to dominate the world it has 
pursued an aggressive and expansionist policy with increased vigor, launched a 
global offensive, and replaced American imperialism as the most dangerous source 

of a new war. On the other hand, following its economic and military decline, and 
in addition to its crushing defeat in the war of aggression against Vietnam, 
American imperialism has taken a defensive posture in global strategy, but it is 
still struggling with all its might to restore its forces and resist, even though 
it is on the defensive. Therefore, despite the period of so-called "detente" in 
the 1970's, the contradictions between the Soviet Union and the United States are, 
in short, becoming increasingly acute and the international situation is becoming 
increasingly tense. Particularly following the Soviet military occupation of 
Afghanistan at the end of the year before last, war has overshadowed an unstable 
world. Confronted with this situation, quite a few observers in the West have 
cried out in alarm that the world today is very similar to that on the eve of World 
War Il. Some have even predicted that the Soviet Union may provoke a world war in 
the mid-1980's. The outbreak of the incidents in Poland has further increased 
people's apprehension concerning the dangers of a new war. 


Which predictions and views are in accord with reality? Is it possible to strive 
for a rather long-term, peaceful international environment? Because the world 
Situation today is complicated and changing ail the time, in order to answer these 
questions we must analy e all related factors realistically dialectically, and 
comprehensively. 


First, let us examine the existing factors that may lead to or accelerate war: 
1. Basically, as long as the Soviet Union remains committed to social imperialism 


and hegemonism, it will never abandon its ambition for world domination but every- 
where will be bound to continue to promote, subvert, and scramble for strategic 











points as well as new spheres of influence. Even if it encounters temporary 
difficulties and obstacles, it will never abandon its global strategy. In the future 
it will remain the main source of tension in the international situation and the most 
dangerous place of origin of a new world war. We should not have nay illusions 

about this. 


2. Shielded by the smokescreen of "detente" during the past 10 years, the Soviet 
Union has taken advantage of the stagnation of military industry in the West to 
step up the expansion of military preparations. Its annual average increase in 
military expenditures is 4 to 5 percent, which is over 14 percent of the total 
national output value. Today, the Soviet Union has become one of the strongest 
countries in the world and is generally equal in strength to the United States. 

Not only does it possess an increasing number of strategic nuclear weapons, but it 
also has the capability of a second nuclear strike. Compared to the United States 
in terms of the quality of nuclear weapons and oceangoing navy, the gap is narrowing. 
It should be pointed out that the emphasis of Soviet economic construction in recent 
years is on heavy industry, particularly military industry. It has the most 
massive military industry and is actually the largest trader in munitions. Conse- 
quently, an interest bloc for military industry has developed within the Soviet 
economy which is closely linked to Soviet military circles, is influential in 
Soviet foreign policy, and is gradually taking an aggressive and expansionist path. 
Moreover, as the Soviet Union has those conventional and strategic nuclear weapons 
which can neither be used for food nor clothing, they will not be put aside in 
disuse for a long period of time. Therefore, if these weapons are not used to 
carry out military adventure, they will be used for military blackmail. The two 
go hand in hand. Hitler proceeded from military blackmail to military adventure, 
provoking World War II. 


3. In the past 10 years, some Western countries have feared war and the Soviet 
Union. Obsessed by the immediate advantages, they have fallen victim to the Soviet 
fraud of false "detente."' As a result, they cherish unrealistic illusions about 
the Soviet Union, appeasing it, tolerating it, and even conceding to it. The more 
one concedes, the greater is the appetite of Soviet aggression and the more 
unbridled it is in extending its actions. This policy of pacifism and appeasement 
cannot postpone war but will accelerate its outbreak. The facts are very clear. 

In recent years, the Soviet Union has put its hands in every part of the world, 
creating “hot spots" in the Middle East, the Persian Gulf, Cambodia, and Afghanistsn 
which can easily lead to and trigger a military confrontation. Europe is still the 
emphasis of Soviet global strategy, but at present the Soviet Union is avoiding 
direct advance by adopting the southern route to outflank and surround Europe. 

The occupation of Afghanistan is its more formidable move, pressing even closer 

to the concentrated oil-producing region of the Persian Gulf and the Strait of 
Hormuz, through which the transportation of petroleum must pass. Moreover, it will 
not stop there. The next target may be an invasion of Pakistan or Iran, enabling 
it to control the warmwater ports of the Indian Ocean and to control the Persian 
Gulf. Control of the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf signifies control of the 
Middle East and of Petroleum. Besides, in concert with this southern route, if 

the strengthened Soviet fleet together with the forces of little Vietnamese 
hegemonism invade westward, the strategic Straits of Malacca can easily be occupied. 
The Strait of Hormuz to the Straits of Malacca is the passageway for Middle Eastern 
oil. If the Soviet Union has control of Middle Eastern oil and of its transport 











rou-e, Europe and Japan will be threatened, and to a certain extent also the United 
States. This gradual advance, which threatens the lifeline of the United States 

and its Western allies and which reaches a stage of either surrender to the Soviet 
Union or fight, will result in a World War. Moreover, the Polish situation has 

come about since the Afghanistan incident, adding a new "hot spot." Poland is 
Strategically located in Central Europe and is the gateway through which the Soviet 
Union can gain access to the West. The Soviet Union will absolutely not allow 
Poland to break away from its control and go its own way. Recently, the Soviet 
attitude toward Poland is stiffening and is becoming increasingly dissatisfied with 
the Polish Party Secretary Kania and Premier Jaruzelski. The Soviet Party Central 
Committee has also written to the Polish Party Central Committee, wantonly inter- 
fering in the internal affairs of Poland. The Soviet Army pressing against the 
border has already completed preparations for military intervention and can enter 
Poland at any time. However, the Polish people are rich in national pride. If the 
Soviet Union again plays the old trick of invading Poland, as it did in Czechoslovakia, 
it is bound to encounter resistance from 35 million people and over 300,000 Polish 
troops. At the same time, the United States and its Western allies have already 
assumed a posture of treating this possible Soviet military adventure seriously. 
Thus, direct confronta’.ion between the Soviet anion and the Western countries in 
Poland cannot be totally eliminated. 





However, it is not possible for the world situation to develop entirely according 

to the wishes of Soviet hegemonism. The vain hope of the Soviet Union to use 
military blackmail and military adventure to dominate the world is one thing, but 
whether it can succeed is another. Let us look at the other side of the question-- 
the various factcrs that favor the safeguard of peace in the current international 
situation: 


First, the consciousness of the people of the world to oppose hegemonism and safe- 
guard peace is on the rise, and its strength is increasing. 


1) The Soviet Union is hopelessly outnumbered in a "multipolar" world. For a rather 
long period of time after the war, the two large countries of the Soviet Union and 
the United States were the main force that influenced and determined world politics; 
war and peace were mainly decided by the relationship between them. But since the 
late 1960's, the trend has been increasingly clear that the "bipolar" world of the 
Soviet Union and the United States is being replaced by a multipolar one. The new 
superpower of Soviet social imperialism can be considered a “pole” and an anti- 
thesis. In the capitalist world of the West, the United States is still the most 
powerful country, even though it has gone downhill. Because of the role of the 

law of the unbalanced development of capitalism, Western Europe and Japan depended 
on the United States. Following rapid economic development, the economic strength 
of the West European community and Japan is increasingly closer to that of the 
United States. They are striving for an equal footing with the United States, each 
becoming a "pole" with an increasingly greater say in international politics. As 
for the Third World countries, they are individually different, more loosely 
organized, and cannot form their own bloc like the West European community, but 
because their basic interests are generally the same, through the "nonallied move- 
ment," the unity of the Islamic countries, the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization, 
and others, the unique influence and role they have increasingly played in inter- 
national politics in recent years also make them a "pole." Moreover, although our 











China is still far, far behind the Soviet Union and the United States in economic ‘ 
and military strength, it has .lso become a nucleus socialist country and a main 
actor on the stage of international politics, objectively playing a decisive role. 
Our country is certainly a “pole.” From this, one can see that the entire world 
situation is different from that on the eve of World War II or in the early postwar 
period (before the 1970's). In today's multipolar world, the “pole” of the Soviet 
Union is the most prominent. In expanding and in provoking war with the whole world, 
it is not only the foremost enemy of the peace-loving peoples of the whole world, 

but it is also the common “antithesis" of the other five "poles," which to varying 
degrees demand peace and stability and are threatened by the Soviet Union. In this 
way, no matter how Soviet hegemonism makes threatening gestures and couples threats 
with promises, objectively the Soviet Union is sourrounded and hopelessly outnumbered 
In other words, this contradiction and struggle between one "pole" piaying the 

tyrant and many "poles" opposing the tyrant constitute an important factor which 
favors the safeguarding of world peace. 


2) Through the lesson of the reality of the negative teacher, the countries of 

the world have united to oppose hegemonism, and the consciousness of using struggle 
to safeguard peace is on the rise. As we have mentioned above, a chief reason why 
Soviet hegemonism has succeeded in recent years in its aggressive expansior through- 
out the world is that the United States and other Western countries appease, tolerate, 
and connive with the Soviet Union, as they are poisoned by the Soviet false detente 
and smokescreen. The fraud of false detente has been exposed by the Soviet Union's 
own actions. From Angola and Ethiopia to Cambodia and Afghanistan, and from 
Czechoslovakia to Poland, the series of real-life lessons of Soviet hegemonism's 
being insatiable and pressing harder with each step, and the provocation of war for 
world expansion, have played an extremely good role of negative teacher for the 
people of the whole world and the rulers of the Western countries. It is like an 
alarm bell which gradually awakens the countries of the west from the dream of 
"detente." Washington authorities, who were once intoxicated by American-Soviet 
detente and the honeymoon of understanding, have discovered that they have been 
tricked by the American-Soviet nuclear talks, delivered nuclear superiority to the 
Soviet Union, and helplessly watched [America's] vital interests throughout the 
world jeopardized by the Soviet Union and could do nothing about it. The Soviet 
invasion and occupation of Afghanistan in particular, an operation on the so-called 
"soft-belly" of the West, made the United States feel the pain even more keenly. 

To retrieve itself from an inferior position and to mend the fold after a sheep is 
lost, beginning from the late period of the Carter administration Washington made 

a fresh start by adopting a tougher line against the Soviet Union and a series of 
military and economic measures of containment and sanctions. After Reagan, who 

has been praised as being tough with the Soviet Union, took the stage, the United 
States has on one hand drastically increased its military expenditures and strength, 
particularly its strategic nuclear capacity, so as to offset Soviet superiority 

in this area with the so-called "nuclear offset policy.” On the other hand, diplo- 
matically it has adopted the so-called "new containment policy" toward the Soviet 


Union. Accordingly, the containment of the Jsoviet Union and the safeguarding of 
Amarican interests occupy the central place in the new global strategy formulated 
b, Secretary of State Haig. The policy of arms expansion and of preparations for 
the use of force at the outbreak of a crisis has replaced the policy of relying on 
arms limitation talks with the Soviet Union and has become the nucleus of policy 
toward the Soviet Union. Before the House Foreign Relations Committee, Haig even 














said: "We must understand that there are things worth fighting for." This tough 
policy of the United States toward the Soviet Union has already begun in its dealing 
with the Afghanistan incident and the crisis in Poland. To varying degrees, the 
policy of the West European allies toward the Soviet Union has toughened recently. 
They have simultaneously condemmed the prolonged Soviet occupation of Afghanistan 
and any intervention in Poland. The NATO countries are strengthening their defenses 
as well as their efforts toward military cooperation. Among them, the Iron Lady 

of Britain, Prime Minister Thatcher, is the most positive. To deal with the 
increasingly serious Soviet threat, Japan is abandoning its "all-directions diplo- 
macy," strengthening the American-Japanese alliance, enthusiastically supporting 

the strategic division of work proposed by the United States, increasing its military 
budget, and shouldering even more military responsibilities. Japan has also devel- 
oped friendly and cooperative relations with China, and has coordinated the action 
of matching against the Soviet Union. As for the Third World countries, although 
their internal conditions are complicated, although conflicting interests exist 
among them, and although some of them are even pro-Soviet, since the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan the real appearance of the so-called “natural allies" has been more 
exposed, the interests of developing countries have been increasingly threatened, 
and the struggle against Soviet hegemonism has shown new heights among quite a 

few Third World countries. Confronted with this situation, the Soviet Union, which 
at one time had boasted that "detente is irreversible" cannot but bewail that 
"detente" is now at a “low tide" and is even "in danger of melting into thin air." 
Facts have proven that appeasement and concession to seek temporary ease will only 
bring war, and that unity and struggle to seek peace will achieve peace. Since 

the majority oi the countries in the whole world and the absolute majority of the 
people take the latter path to varying degrees, this is the factor which at present 
is most favorable to the safeguarding of world peace. 


Second, there are quite a few weaknesses in the Soviet Union and its empire. In 
mobilizing for a large-scale war, its ability will fall short of its wishes. 


As the chief enemy of peace, the Soviet Union is militarily powerful and also is 
rather powerful economically. We must pay attention to this reality. On the other 
hand, the Soviet Union and its empire have all kinds of weaknesses, difficulties, 
and problems. No matter how successful the Soviet Union has been in its external 
aggression and expansion in recent years, this has brought quite a few difficulties 
and problems: 


1) Numerous economic difficulties. The year with the worst internal economic 
conditions since Brezhnev came to power was 1979-80. After over 10 years of being 
relatively rapid, economic growth has slowed to the lowest point in peacetime since 
the 1930's. The target for 4 years was barely completed in the Tenth Five-year plan. 
In the early 1970's, the annual rates of increase for national income, industrial 
output value, and productivity were 5.1, 7.4, and 6 percent, respectively. From 
1975 to 1979 they decreased to 3.7, 4.5, and 3.2 percent, while in 1980 they were 
3.8, 3.6, and 2.6 percent, respectively. The newly announced Eleventh Five-year 
Plan originally specified that the annual rate of increase for national income 
would be around 3.4 to 3.7 percent--lower than the implemented result of the pre- 
vious five-year plan. This clearly shows that the Soviet economy is heading for 
Stagnation. Besides, Soviet agriculture is having poor harvests yearly. The 
supply of agricultural products, light industr‘al products, and industrial products 


























for everyday life is tight, which has given rise to supply by quota and rationing 
tickets. It appears that althousjsh the Soviet economy and finance are still not 
afflicted with such ills as the Poles, the situation of having to mind both guns 
and butter is hard to sustain. 


2) It is isolated in the world as never before. The specific circumstances in this 
connection have already been discussed previously, when we talked about the Soviet 
Union being surrounded by enemies on all four sides. Here we merely add two points. 
1. As a leader of the nonallied movement, Yugoslavia's condemnation and opposition 
to Soviet hegemonism are increasingly open and sharp. Another East European country 
Romania, is also heading toward a parting of the ways with the Soviet Union. 2. In 
the international communist movement, the two major parties of European communisn, 
the communist parties of Italy and Spain, have not only improved relations with our 
party but have jointly opposed the Soviet Union regarding the problems of Afghanistan 
and Poland, and were not bothered in denouncing the Soviet Union at the 26th Congress 
of the Soviet Communist Party. Recently the Japanese communists have issued an 
“outline for peace" which also openly condemned Soviet intervention regarding the 
problems of Afghanistan and Poland. 


3) The Soviet backcourt and the internal crisis in the Soviet Union itself. Here 
we cannot avoid mentioning Poland again. Since the end of World War II, Poland 

has been in turmoil more than once. This time is the most serious; it can be said 
to be the central expression of the contradictions among the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. It is also the most severe test of the so-called economic and 
political "Model" of the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. The nationality question, 
religious influence, and political dissenters are all centrifugal forces that can 
disintegrate the Soviet empire. They are also obstacles to Brezhnev in the imple- 
mentation of his external expansionist policy. Within the Soviet Union, the masses 
are dissatisfied and social proolems intensify. In the past year, incidents of 
workers going on strike or slowing down their work because of poor supplies occurred 
in Gorkiy and several other cities. Last October in Talinn, the capital of the 
Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic, several hundred students demonstrated on the 
streets because their food and drink were undesirable. They chanted the slogans 
"Return the freedom of Estonia to us" and “Separate from the Russians." The Polish 
incident has also compelled the Soviet people to ponder these problems and has 
deepened their doubts about the Soviet model and current policy. True, because 

the Soviet leadership clique has a grip on the massive party, government, and 
military propaganda machine and espionage network, its control is tight. The 
influence of pro-Western intellectuals and political dissenters is not great; 
religious influence and the influence of the centrifugal minority nationalities 
still have not been able to form a serious threat against the Kremlin. Nevertheless, 
an increase in these weaknesses and difficulties is bound to cause the Soviet Union 
to be unable to fulfill its wishes or to have trouble back at home if it launches 

a major military adventure. We must give this more consideration. 


4) The burden is heavy, and their feet are getting stuck in mud. Problems in this 
aspect are serious consequences directly brought about by Soviet military interven- 
tion and adventure. Soviet hegemonism and its hatchetmen have carried out aggres- 
sive expansion in the world in recent years, and the advantages obtained are really 
not few. But if we take Cambodia and Afghanistan as examples, the fruit of its 
aggressive war has drastically diminished. The price it has paid is extremely high. 








Someone has estimated that to maintain its sphere of influence from Cuba through 
Vietnam to Afghanistan, the Soviet Union has to spend over U.S. $10 billion annually. 
In Vietnam this year alone it has to give the Hanoi authorities U.S. $5 million 
eact. day, or U.S. $1.8 to U.S. $2 billion in 1 year. We believe that the amount of 
mony it spends on Afghanistan is even greater. It can be said that the Soviet 
plight in Afghanistan today is really ime of having its feet stuck in mud with an 
increasingly heavy burden, just like the United States in Vietnam during, those years. 
Let the Soviet Union get stuck in the mire of Afghanistan and Cambodia, and let 

the heavy burden weigh on its back so that it will understand that aggressive 
expansion has more to lose than to gain in the end, and perhaps its acticns in the 
future may be a little more cautious. In this connection, we can imagine that if 
the Soviet Union outrageously carries out military intervention in Poland, even if 
it succeeds temporarily, not only will it have to deal with the prolonged armed 
resistance of the Polish people fighting for independence and freedom, but it will 
also have to tidy up the economic shambles of Poland, repay over U.S. $20 billion 
of foreign debt for Poiand, and carry a burden that can only reach an unbearable 
Stage. We also think this way in connection with the possibility of a Soviet 
invasivn of our country. No matter how the Soviet Union is bent on subjugating 

our country, how easy it is to talk about invading a land of over 9 million square 
meters (over 10 times the area of Afghanistan) and a socialist China that has a 
billion people (several tens of times the population of Afghanistan)! Some people 
have argued that if the Soviet Union goes to war with us, it will have to prepare 
to fight at least 20 years. Moreover, China is a large country that cannot be 
conquered or "digested." This also restricts the Soviet Union in launching a war 
against China. Such a view is not unreasonable. In terms of the struggle against 
the Soviet Union, we fight from where we stand and do not relax our vigilance. But 
in terms of the world situation, an invasion of China by Soviet hegemonism in the 
near future is not too great a possibility. 


Ta summary, we can see that in the struggle between aggression and antiaggression, 
hegemonism and antihegemouism, the forces of war and the forces of peace in the 

whole world, in each case the latter is to a certain extent getting the upper hand. 

At this time it is favorable for our country to strive for a long-term, peaceful 
international environment and to carry out the construction of the four modernizations. 
This superiority is not absolute or decisive. To develop this superiority, to reach 
the goal of greatly postponing or preventing the outbreak of a new war, the key lies 

in the formation of a structure for joint resistance against the Soviet Union and 

in the consolidation of an international united front against hegemonisn. 


True, in the 1980's the incident of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan has further 
exposed the miscalculation of the appeasement policy of the United States and other 
Western countries, as well as their inadequate strength in resisting the Soviet 
Union. People increasingly and clearly recognize that. the United States does not 
have sufficient strength to resist the Soviet Union alone. It is necessary to 
strengthen the cooperation between the United States and its allies as well as the 
cooperation with all forces that resist the Soviet Union, ‘acluding China and other 
Third World countries, in order to effectively deal with the Soviet challenge to 
war. In the face of continued expansion and intensified threats by the Soviet 
Union in the past year, the structure of joint resistance against the Soviet Union 
among the various forces in the world has been initially formed. However, the 
development of this international united front against hegemon:sm is still not 








sufficient and solidified, because there still exist problems and obstacles that 
cannot be overlooked. 


l--The undercurrent of appeasement and forbearance toward the Soviet Union is 

still doing mischief. No matter to what extent toughness against the Soviet Union 
and the path of containment are tending to become the mainstream in the United 
States today and are gradually becoming predominant in certain Western allied 
countries, some people in the West have still not totally awakened from the dream 
of “detente,” Soviet-phobia has not been uprooted,aand arguments for compromising 
with the Soviet Union still appear from time to time. For instance, some people 
have actually suggested placating the Soviet aggressor:, saying that Soviet expan- 
sion has exceeded the bounds of the Yalta Agreement, making it even more necessary 
to recarve the spheres of influence and to redelineate the areas for rule. Some 
people feel that we should not overreact against the Soviet invssion of Afghanistan 
and heighten the tense relations between East and West, but that we should negotiate 
a "political solution" to the Afghanistan crisis and enable the Soviet Union to 
"back down with face.” On the question of Cambodia, there are similar arguments 
for compromise in the West and in SEATO. Some people in Djakarté believe that the 
Cambodian question is actually a conflict between China and Vietnam, not between 
Vietnam and SEATO; they demand that Thialand's attitude toward Cambodia be a little 
flexible and believe that if only Vietnam would withdraw some of its forces, 
everything would be allright. 


2--Resorting to economic appeasemen: of the Soviet Union for the knack of doing 
business. We all know that the United States and some Western allies (particularly 
West Germany and France) carry out economic cooperation with tine Soviet Union for 
the sake of immediate economic advantages, selling large quantities of military 
goods and materials to the Soviet Union and continuously supplying it with advanced 
technology and equipment. This is an important cause of the rapid increase in 
Soviet economic strength, particularly military strength. After the Soviet in-asion 
of Afghanastan, Washington undertook economic sanctions against the Soviet Union, 
but some major European countries did not give positive support and even took the 
opportunity to expand trade with tne Soviet Union. Even in the United States, many 
people advocated the cancellation of the Soviet grain embargo and the relaxation 

of other economic sanctions and measures. Under the influence of this force, 

Reagan ultimately lifted the grain embargo. This made people feel that the tough 
line of the Reagan government is still vacillating and that its actions are not in 
keeping with its promises. Recently the Soviet Union has cast out the hait of 
cooperation with Western countries to install a large-scale aatural gas pipeline 

in Siberie and to develop the engineering for the exploitation of oilfields in 
Siberia. This is no small temptation to the monopoly capitalists of the West. 

They are planning to provide the Soviet Union with capital and technology, and 

their starting point is no doubt easing their own economic decline and energy crisis. 
At the same time, they also fancy that this can reduce the danger of Soviet meddling 
in the Middle East oil-producing areas. To a certain extent, such shortsighted 
economic appeasement has obstructed the development of international unity to 

resist the Soviet Union. 


3--The divergences and centradictions between the United States and some Western 
allies on the issues of resisting the Soviet Union and of defense. This is an 
extremely delicate and acute problem which has great effect on the development of 








the united front between the United States and Europe in opposing hegemonism. The 
divergence and controversy are briefly this: Quite a number of Americans blame 
Western Europe for persisting in pacifism, or for being concerned with only local 
and immediate advantages of Europe and with the economic advantages obtained from 
detente, without considering problems from the whole situation or a long-term 

point of view. When the Soviet Union was creating crisis situations elsewhere, 
Europe was still hoping to become a stable island of "detente," content to rule 

in just its part of the world, unwilling to fulfill its promise to increase military 
spending; it did not coordinate closely with the United States on questions of 
defense, and it still fancied resolving disputes through negotiation with the Soviet 
Union. On the other hand, European countries, particularly quite a number of 

people in West Germany, blame the United States for lacking an explicit, firm, and 
consistent policy toward the Soviet Union in the past and for doing nothing, all 

of which led to the outbreak of the Afghanistan incident. Now it is being too 
extreme and may move tension into Europe and destroy the achievement of "detente." 
They are particularly unhappy with Washington for taking hasty actions without prior 
discussion with them. Some time ago, some people in West Germany were critical that 
Americans wanted to station nuclear weapons in Europe solely to safeguard the 
security of the American homeland in case of nuclear confrontation with the Soviet 
Union. They are worried that Europe may again become the main theater of a world 
war, while the United States will remain unaffected. 


The three types of conditions discussed above, and particularly the third type, give 
the Soviet Union the opportunity to sow discord and cause division, and are unfavor- 
able to the full development and consolidation of a united front against hegemonism. 
The offensive of "detente" launched by Brezhnev after the conclusion of the 26th 
Congress of the Soviet Communist Party, and recently the old trick of coupling 
threats with promises, were all used to deal with such weakness in relations between 
the United States and its Western allies. The three types of conditions discussed 
above also enable us to recognize that the course of the formation and development 
of an international united front against hegemonism is not plain sailing nor as 
smooth as one would wish. The measures and steps taken by the concerned parties 
against the Soviet Union will not be entirely consistent. However, in terms of 

the entire international situation, since the ambition of Soviet social imperialiam 
to dominate the world will not weaken or disappear, and since its global strategy 
will remain basically unchanged, joint antihegemonism will still be a common 
necessity for all countries that demand peace and stability; this is still the 
mainstream of the present situation. Regardless of the divergence and contradic- 
tions that Western Europe and Japan have with the United States, however strong they 
demand an equal footing with the United States because of the steady increase in 
their economic and military strength, and despite their plight and their own vital 
interests which differ from those of the United States, and which cannot be easily 
cleared up, Western Europe and Japan still need the help of the protective military 
umbrella of the United States for a rather long period of time. Their mutual 
economic dependence on the United States is also very deep. Their common interests 
are greater than their contradictions. As a result, if only the United States 
treats them as equal partners and consults with them in case of incidents, even 

when they are confronted with a great enemy they can still seek common ground while 
reserving their differences and jointly resist the Soviet Union. Thus we believe 
that, following the footsteps of Soviet hegemonism in intensifying its aggressive 
expansion, the United States, China, Japan, Western Europe, and the Third World 


10 








countries will continue to readjust their relations, coordinate their actions, and 
continue to advance on the tortuous path toward joint antihegemonism. This devel- 
opment shows clearly that it is possible to postpone and even avoid the outbreak 
of a new war. But this tendency does not come naturally. It is necessarily promoted 
by the effort of the peace-loving people of the whole world and by all farsighted 
politicians. In this regard, our country's initiative and efforts will also play 
a positive and key role. 


Conditions for Gaining Foreign Aid 


Having analyzed somewhat the possibility of striving for a long-term and peaceful 
international environment, let us now briefly examine the actual possbbility of 
gaining foreign aid. 


Originally, construction in our country was based primarily on self-reliance, and 
striving for foreign aid was supplementary. This was a correct stand put forward 
by Comrade Mao Zedong. However, for a time in the past, we overemphasized self- 
reliance to the extent of closing the country to international intercourse, isolating 
ourselves; we did not borrow foreign loans and did not enthusiastically introduce 
advanced technology and equipment from foreign countries. As we see it now, this 
method is unfavorable to the progress of modern construction. There are three 
reasons for saying so: First, from the time of the Opium War the development of 

our country's economic and scientific culture and that of the industrially developed 
countries also widened. Second, developed countries have already experienced 

three scientific and technological revolutions. Their science and technology, pro- 
duction equipment, and production programs change with each passing day. If we do 
not learn what is advanced from foreign countries, introduce foreign capital, 
technology, and equipment, but work behind closed doors, our economic and cultural 
construction will be like an old ox pulling a cart, and it will be difficult to 
catch up with world levels. Third, under the basic premise of self-reliance, 
appropriate introduction of foreign capital, technology and equipment, and carrying 
out economic cooperation with foreign countries can speed up modernization. We 

have postwar Japan and West Germany to serve as precedents to go by. The question 
is how great the possibility is of using foreign aid. Particularly after our 
country implemented economic readjustment, we have perhaps had some fresh doubts 
about the possibility of acquiring foreign aid. We believe that however we look 

at it from the present world economic situation or international political struggle, 
the possibility of acquiring foreign aid still exists and is rather great. 


1. Viewing from the world economic situation: the world economic situation is 
very complicated. Here we will only mention several characteristics: 


(1) According to general estimates, although a very serious economic crisis will 
not occur in developed capitalist countries in the West in the 1980's and there 
will not be any new upsurge, the so-called "recession" (stagnation in production 
and inflation) is still very hard to break away from. According to various pre- 
dictions, the average annual increase of the total national output value in 
industrially developed countries of the West in the 1980's will merely be around 

3 percent (5 percent during 1961-1973). Some people even estimate that in the first 
5 years of the 1980's, the increase will be slow and that in the last 5 years there 
will be either no increase or only a slight decrease. The consequences of 
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"recession" include excess production (particularly of machinery equipment), a 
relative surplus of capital, inflated prices (usually reaching double-digit figures), 
and a rise in unemployment. 


According to estimates of the OECD, the total unemployment figure among its 24 
member countries et the end of last year was over 22 million and will increase by 
11.5 percent in 1982 to 25.5 million. The unemployment rate will reach a record 

high of 7.5 percent (a record except for the great crisis in the 1930's). To solve 
the economic problems and the social problems that follow, the industrially developed 
countries need to seek outlets abroad--commodity and investment markets. This will 
create a so-called "buyer's market" (supply greater than demand, favorable to the 
buyer), and as a great developing country with a population of 1 billion people, 
China has great potential for absorbing surplus commodities and capital funds. 


(2) The present world trade is shrinking, and international revenues and expendi- 
tures have lost their balance. Together with the unbalanced development of major 
capitalist countries, competition in trade is further intensified. According to 
Statistics, trade volume in 1980 increased by only 2 percent--not even a third of 
the growth rate in 1979. In terms of trade revenues and expenditures, the trade 
deficit of developed capitalist countries last year reached U.S. $130 billion 
(related to the rise in oil prices), creating a record high. This state of imbal- 
ance will continue to develop, and it is estimated that the adverse balance of 
payments in trade for developed capitalist countries of the West will be around 

U.S. $40 billion this year. Such circumstances will cause trade competition and 
trade protectionism among Western countries to intensify further. Moreover, the 
unbalanced growth among the United States, Western Europe, and Japan is increasingly 
serious. The total national production output value of the Western European Economic 
Community has exceeded that of the United States by a great deal. Japan has already 
become an economic power, and its commodities have a particularly high competitive 
capacity in the world market. 


Starting last year, Japan's automobile production exceeded that of the United States 
for the first time, and large quantities poured into the American and European 
markets. The intensification of competition among them is favorable to our choice 
of trading partners and sources of foreign capital. For example, machinery equip- 
ment is particularly produced in excess in the developed Western countries. Unsold 
idle inventory will not earn profits but will cost more capital. Moreover, the 
sellers competing with one another would like to sell their commodities as soon as 
possible, while there are still profits to be sade. Thus it is possible for us to 
borrow low-interest foreign loans for the purchase of machinery equipment. This is 
favorable to us. 


(3) No doubt, the implementation of extensive economic readjustment in our country, 
which has postponed the construction of some major projects and halted the import 

of certain complete sets of equipment from Japan and West Germany, has for the 
moment actually shaken the view that “China is an enormous market for the West in 
the midst of difficulties." Last year, the exports of West Germany, Japan, Britain, 
France, and Italy to China all decreased. However, Chinese-American trade last 
year more than doubled, with a total volume of U.S. $4.8 billion, and the United 
States has replaced West Germany as China's second biggest trading partner. The 
United States is also preparing to supply us with equipment and technology for 











textile and clothing trades. Trade between the two countries this year is estimated 
to increase to above U.S. $6 billion. In contrast, American-Soviet trade last year 
was cut in half because of economic sanctions, and China gained more than what the 
Soviet Union lost. Moreover, men of insight in industrial and commercial circles 
in the United States and other countries of the West still believe that even though 
our country is going through the period of economic readjustment, if we "look at 
problems from the long-term point of view," “and discover the correct programs 

that suit the change in emphasis in China's economic development," then there is 
still "plenty of business to do." A European who attended the China Trade Week of 
the European community even said, "In the long run, China's moderate growth, built 
on a relatively strong foundation, as compared to insisting on some large projects 
and proceeding from uncertain conditions of profit and loan repayment, may be even 
more advantageous to both sides. China is actually a reliable trading partner 

of the West." 


(4) Besides, the energy crisis of the West and the last large jump in the price of 
oil are also favorable factors in gaining foreign aid for our country. In the past 
2 years, due to excessive exploitation of oil in our country, and even though the 
production increase has ceased, we are not short of petroleum resources. In 
particular, joint exploitation of the rich offshore oil resources is highly 
attractive to foreign capital. Even if our oil reserves are not as rich or as 
geographically concentrated as those in the Middle East, the diversity of oil re- 
sources is also sought by the West and especially by Japan. According to reports, 
oil merchants and engineers have come to our coastal ports one after another from 
the United States, Japan, and France to undertake the prospecting of offshore oil. 
China and Japan are jointly exploiting oil in the southern Bohai Sea. Recent news 
said that extremely hopeful oilfields have been discovered here, with a daily pro- 
duction of about 1,000 metric tons of crude oil. Subsequently, in the Beibuwan Bay 
region of our Nanhai Sea, Chinese-French cooperation also succeeded in opening up 

a high-yield oil gas well. It can be said that oil is a "trump card" for our 
country in gaining foreign aid. 


On the other hand, some people have pointed out that in the next 10 years the picture 
is somewhat dismal as the world economy readjusts in an even more realistic direction. 


This will also have some effects on China's development (construction of the four 
modernizations). In terms of foreign investment, capital funds and particularly 
low-interest loans w..1l be harder to obtain. Import prices will also increase along 
with inflation in the world. China's effort to open new markets will be restricted 
because of the slow economic growth of the West. This observation is not unreason- 
able, and we must be fully aware of the effects of these negative factors. 


2. The situation of international political struggle is also favorable for our. 
acquiring foreign aid. The reasons are: 


(1) China is a great country in the world. However poor economically and backward 
militarily, its strategic position in international politics is very important. It 
holds the balance, and this is particularly true today in the joint opposition 


against hegemonism. It cannot be underrated, and even moreso it cannot be overlooked. 


No matter how some people in the United States and Western Europe (such as ke-lai- 
yin of the "Taiwan gang" and the like) believe that China itself is quite powerless, 
has no economic and especially no militery significance, and is strategically 
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dependent on the United States, while the United States has no need for our assist 
ance, facts have refuted such nonsense which belittles our country. Just take the 
military aspect as an example: on the eastern front alone, our country has pinned 
down 1 million Soviet troops--a quarter of the entire Soviet military force used 

for aggressive expansion. This will put the Soviet Union at least in the position 
of having to fight on two fronts when it conducts a military adventure. Facts 
speak louder than words. Recently the West has gradually changed its view of China. 
As for the United States, Haig believes that the normalization of relations between 
the United States and China is a strategic question. They share a common strategic 
view. President Reagan also believes that developing relations on friendship and 
cooperation with China is a realistic question that is fundamental and has strategic 
significance. It is a strategic question that must be resolved, and it has over- 
riding importance for safeguarding the stability of the international situation and 
world peace. Not long ago, Haig indicated even more clearly at the end of his visit 
in China: The Reagan government is resolved to develop cooperative relations be- 
tween the two countries according to the communique on the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations between the United States and China. It is precisely because of 

the changes in the international situation and the change in the views about China 
that American foreign policy is transformed from the "triangle diplomacy" of main- 
taining a balance among the United States, the Soviet Union, and China to today's 
policy of strategic coordination and economic cooperation between the United States 
and China. During his China visit, Haig also announced that the United States was 
preparing to sell weapons to China. At the same time, Japan also changed its so- 
called "equal distance diplomacy" toward China and the Soviet Union to strategically 
act in coordination with our country, having suffered under Soviet military threats 
and having been rebuffed by the Soviet Union on the question of the four northern 
islands. Some major countries of Western Europe were at first afraid that strength- 
ening cooperation with China might arouse the Soviet Union. Recently, they have 
come around to us to varying degrees. 


(2) It is true that China's economy and national defense are backward, but precisely 
because of this we need the four modernizations. When China is modernized and be- 
comes powerful, it will be able to play a more effective role in the struggle against 
hegemonism. This reasoning is gradually being recognized by men of insight in the 
West. It can be prejudged that following modernization, our country will be able 

to pin down half and not just a quarter of the Soviet military force, and what will 
be so bad about that? No doubt, the West and even some Third World countries have 
incorrect views and unnecessary worries about the emergence of a modermized China, 
such as fearing that our country is powerful or worrying that we might one day 
reconcile with Soviet hegemonism and jointly deal with the West. However, such 
nonsense comes from only a minority of people. It does not have a large audience 
and cannot withstand the test of facts. We have repeatedly declared that we will 
never be a superpower, will never play the tyrant, and will never benefit ourselves 
by injuring others, use our strength to bully the weak, or make empty talk. The 
stand we take against the Soviet Union is explicitly based on principles. After 

the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, we broke off our negotiations with the Soviet 
Union. As long as the Soviet Union does not abandon hegemonism, displays a million 
troops along our border, continues to occupy Afghanistan, and supports Vietnam in 
the occupation of Cambodia, we will proceed from global strategy and will never 
negotiate with the Soviet Union on improving relations between the two countries. 

In summary, support for our country's modernization is hastened by the international 
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opposition against hegemonism. Even if the governments of individual Western 
countries do not positively support our modernization and ignore our protests for 
the sake of immediate advantages, but instead support the military modernization 
of Taiwan like the shortsighted actions of the present Dutch Government, they will 
only ea* their own bitter fruit. Recently, some people in the United States also 
have gone against the current. Under the pretext of implementing the so-called 
"regulations regarding relations with Taiwan," they play the game of “Balanced 
arms sales" to Taiwan, which is also a stupid move that will bring woe to themselves. 


To summarize the above, we can make the following conclusions: 1) Looking ahead 
at the whole international situation, it will continue to be turbulent and tense 
in the future, local wars will occur one after another, the so-called "hot spots" 
will still exist here and there, and the possibility that Soviet hegemonism will 
risk the provocation of war cannot be totally removed; however, a new world war is 
not likely to break out in the immediate near future. It can be postponed and 
avoided. As a result, it is possible to strive for a rather long-term, and peaceful 
international environment for the four modenniaations. 2) With regard to gaining 
foreign aid for the construction of the four modernizations, the present world 
economic situation, and especially the international situation, provides some 
favorable factors but also has some negative ones. In the future we should strive 
to increase and suitably utilize favorable factors, deal with negative ones, and 
reduce their effects. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


NORMALIZATION OF PARTY DEMOCRATIC WAY OF LIFE STRESSED 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 10 Sep 81 p 4 
[Article by Zhu Jien [2621 0256]: "Perfect the Party's Democratic Way of Life"] 


[Text] In his 1 July 1981 speech, Comrade Hu Yaobang made clear an important point 
in the direction of strengthening the building of our party, that is: "We must 

put democratic life in the party on a sounder basis and strengthen party organiza- 
tion and discipline." In this article, I want to emphasize the subject of 
perfecting the party's democratic way of life. 


At present, we must discipline the organizational life of the party and rectify its 
style of work as two steps in the direction of strengthening the building of the 
party. The reason is that whether or not the democratic life within the party can 
be normalized will have a direct effect on its style of work. For this reason, 

the task of improving the party's democratic way of life will undoubtedly have a 
very significant role to play in eliminating certain unhealthy practices that still 
exist in the party's political life, in improving and strengthening the leadership 
of the party and in increasing its fighting power. 


When the party is striving to improve its democratic way of life, it is important 
that every Communist Party member consciously take part in its organizational 
activities, irrespective of his rank or position, and accept supervision from the 
party. In other words, his primary obligation to the party is his willingness to 
take part in its regular activities, and he should regard disciplining its crga- 
nizational life as a matter of principle and of importance to our party, for our 
party had devoted the past several decades to upholding this principle and has 
used it to unify the will and actions of its members behind the common goal of 
preserving its fighting power and winning victory such as we enjoy today. What 
merits our attention nowadays is that some party organizations and party mmmbers 
are on the way to losing their sense of party organization. For a long time, some 
party organizations have failed to organize their members to take part in internal 
party activities, and have slackened their efforts or even abandoned their commit- 
ment to education, examine and discipline party members. Although some party 
organizations do have organized party members participate in internal party 
activities, they just do so as a matter of form and in such a way that no ideas 

are exchanged and no criticism or self-criticism is exercised. Some leading cadres 
of the party have long put themselves in a special category of party members, 
failing to attend the regular activities organized by their party branches or groups. 
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As long as this situation remains unchanged, our party will find it difficult to 
strengthen its fighting power or improve and strengthen its leadership. Today on 
the shoulders of our party rests the historic mission of leading the entire Chinese 
people to build a modern socialist power. To fulfill this great mission requires 
that our entire party membership unify its will and action behind a common goal. 

To achieve this unity, our party needs a well-disciplined organization. In view 

of this, party organizations at all levels must strive to put the system of their 
organizational life on a sounder basis, keep themselves abreast of current events, 
acquaint party members with the ideological and political work, make every party 
member think and act in a way consistent with the line of the Third Plenum and the 
basic conclusions contained in the "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History 
of Our Party Since the Founding of the PRC" adopted by the Sixth Plenum. Every 
Communist Party member must put himself under the command of the party organization, 
take an active part in its organizational activities, and consciously accept super- 
vision from the party. Only in this way can we make our party more united and 
stronger than ever. 


Another important point in the normalization of the party's democratic life is a 
correct handling of the relationship between those at higher levels and those at 
lower levels. How can we achieve success in handling this relationship? Our primary 
task is to rectify the relationship between the leaders and those led. Within the 
ranks of the party, the leaders and their followers are all comrades serving the 
party in different posts. As far as the followers are concerned, they must perform 
their work with a sense of initiative and responsibility. Gone are the days when 
every move depended on iastructions from the leaders. The assumption that the 
followers will never be held responsible for whatever goes wrong is also no longer 
true. For this reason, they must all act in the interests of the party and the 
people, respect and support the leadership of the party, and cooperate with each 
other in doing a good job. Within the framework of the party life, they are 
entitled to criticize their leaders for their shortcomings and mistakes in a spirit 
of goodwill. If their leaders make wrong decisions, they are also urged to point 
them out so that the leaders <an correct such decisions. The responsible comrades 
of party organizations at all levels should remember the following teaching from 
Chairman Mao: "We are all servants of the people, irrespective of our rank or 
position." Only in this way can the distinction between "officers and men" be 
eliminated. The leaders must consciously accept supervision from the party and the 
masses just like all other ordinary party members, abide by party discipline and 
the law of the state, maintain their ties with the rank-and-file and broad masses, 
respect the authority of their subordinates, and never feel ashamed to ask and 
learn from comrades at lower levels. It is especially important that they report 
to the regular meetings of party organizations what they have in mind from the 
position of an ordinary party member. On such occasions, they should examine what 
they have done and conscientiously listen to criticism from other comrades. Only 
in this way can we add liveliness and vitality to our party's political life and 
bolster our party's fighting power. 


Another important point in the normalization of the party's democratic life is the 
call for upholding the collective leadership of the party. Historical experience 
tells us that only by upholding the collective leadership of the party and relying 
on the collective political experience and wisdow can our pa*~ty and state pledge 

to provide correct leadership and guarantee a high degree of unity among the party 
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members. At present, however, there still exist in some party committee two 
unhealthy tendencies. Under the influence of om tendency, some comrades are in- 
clined to impose their opinions on others; under the influence of the other, labor 
is often divided without specific definition of responsibilities. We should strive 
to overcome these tendencies. Comrade Mao Zedong once said: "The leadership of 

a party committee is a collective leadership rahter than a form of dictatorship by 
its first secretary." In other words, decisions concerning important matters must 
be made after collective discussion by an appropriate party committee, and no one 
individual is allowed to have the final say. The key to the exercise of collective 
leadership lies in whether the secretary of a party committee can rectify his 
democratic style of work. If he enforces what he says as law, the enthusiasm of 
other party committee members will be dampened and collective leadership will be- 
come an empty slogwn. The relationship between the members of a party committee 
and its secretary should not be viewed as one between the leader and the led, 
because they are on an equal footing. The secretary is not a "family head." Al- 
though he has the responsibility to preside over the daily affairs, he has no 
power to make dictatorial decisions. In view of this, as a secretary, he must be 
always soberminded, put himself in the position of an ordinary party committee 
member, and discuss problems from a position of equality. At the same time, in 
performing practical work, we must prevent the development of a situation in which 
a leader may tend to make decisions concerning important matters without going 
through collective discussion by an appropriate party committee or a situation in 
which every proposal, whether important or unimportant, is submitted for discussion 
by party committees. Comrade Mao Zedong once said: "We must take care that neither 
collective leadership nor personal responsibility is overemphasized to the neglect 
of the other." Collective leadership must be backed up by the division of labor 
and responsibllity to discharge and take charge of certain work. On the one hand, 
a party committee member must report promptly what he has done to the committee and 
seek instructions from it. On the other hand, he must actively and voluntarily 
carry out work in accordance with decisions by his party committee. Under no 
circumstances can he be allowed to disregard his responsibility in the name of 
collective leadership, thus leaving a power vacuum in his department. At present, 
some “ball-kicking" games are going on with some party committees. In this atmo- 
sphere, some comrades have long developed a bad habit of being “unwilling to assume 
responsibility." What they want is the power but not the work. Other comrades 
never get anything done but are interested only in criticizing work done by others. 
This unhealthy style of work has caused serious damage to the cause of the party 
and the people in some localities. This situation should be thoroughly changed. 
All party members, especially party cadres, must make positive and voluntary con- 
tributions to the cause of the party and the people in a creative way. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


TRAINING OF MIDDLE-AGED, YOUNGER CADRES EMPHASIZED 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 7 Sep 81 p3 


[Article by the party committee of the Beijing Radio Rectifiers Plant: "Helping 
Train Middle-Aged and Younger Cadres Is A Matter of Our Concern"] 


[Text] During the past 2 years, we have promoted a number of middle-aged and 
younger cadres to fill leading positions in the party and administrative units at 
all levels. As a result of this effort, a contingent of younger, well-educated and 
professionally competent cadres has emerged in our plant. At present, the average 
age of the upper echelon cadres in the plant is 45; three out of every six upper 
echelon cadres are college graduates. The average age of the middle echelon cadres 
is 42. Of the 43 middle echelon cadres, nearly 50 percent are higher school and 
college graduates. The plant has only five cadres in their fifties, accounting for 
only 3 percent of the total. We have taken the following three measures with the 
aim of speeding up the growth of middle-aged and younger cadres: 


First, look after cadres politically. A cadre, especially an upper or middle 
echelon cadre, must have relatively high political consciousness and aust be aware 
of the need to implement the party's principles and policies. Fcr this reason, we 
have paid special attention to the political growth of middle-aged and younger 
cadres. We have encountered some conrades whose methods of work are very simple 
and whose observation of problems is unilateral. We have held heart-to-heart talks 
with them, and have patiently, carefully and specifically helped them overcome such 
shortcomings. For example, one of our plant's deputy directors drew praise for his 
high morale from the masses but was criticized by them for pursuing an “unimaginative’ 
method of work. After receiving this reflection from the masses, we invited him 

to a series of heart-to-heart talks, teaching him how to observe and analyze prob- 
lems. In this way, he has greatly improved his methods of work. 


Apart from this effort, we have provided middle-aged and younger cadres with 
opportunities to pursue further studies on a priority basis whenever such opportu- 
nities occurred. Some comrades have been repeatedly sent to take courses in enter- 
prise management, quality control, the system of specific responsibilities and 
socialist economics offered by various companies, bureaus, economic planning 
committees, municipal party committees, and party schools. The aim is to raise 

the level of their knowledge on policy and political consciousness. 


In the meantime, we have helped middle-aged and younger cadres solve some ideological 
problems and encouraged them to take bold steps in work. ‘he director of our plant, 
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now 41 years old, is a college graduate. During the "Great Cultural Revolution" 
he was wrongly criticized for being a former landlord. The memory of this still 
weighed heavily in his heart. After the "Great Cultural Revolution" was over, he 
was still bothered by a lingering fear, hesitating to take bold steps in work. A 
lengthy investigation of his background which we conducted reveaied that he was a 
staff member of a certain establishment. On this basis, he was rehabilitated in 
accordance with the related policy in 1978. Since he was relieved of this worri- 
some ideological burden, he has taken more initiatives in work and has worked 
harder than ever. 


Second, make sure Adminiscrative assistance is available to cadres. Following their 
promotion, we cannot take an aloof attitude toward them. The party committee and 
the experienced veteran cadres have given them sincere administrative assistance, 
and have demonstrated warm support for their work as their "main backup force" and 
intimate friends. For example, following his promotion, the director of our plant 
has received strong support from our party committee secretary and a deputy director 
of our plant, both of whom are now in their fifties. The assistance takes the form 
of active advice and suggestions in the drafting and formulation of the fiscal 

plans and semiannual and annual production plans. It covers not only matters of 
prime importance but also daily work. Particularly important is the fact that they 
have helped him solve some thorny problems. In May 1981, during the first 20 days 
of the month the bending machine group at the No 1 workshop completed only a little 
over 10,000 pieces of work, out of more than 100,000 pieces it was supposed to pro- 
cess for that month. The director of the plant was worried about this progress. 

A direct investigation of the case at the workshop by the party committee found 

that the trouble was due to those workers who were interested only in performing 
easy jobs that entailed juicy bonuses. Consequently, the plant faced difficulties 
in fulfilling the task for May. Noting this problem, the party committee immediately 
set about performing good ideological work as a guarantee for fulfilling the task. 
Since then, this bending machine group has overfulfilled the production plans month 
after month. 





In addition, various functions and departments of the plant have sponsored regular 
professional training for their workshop cadres in response to their operational 
needs. To this end, they have also regularly held various study classes aimed at 
speedily raising the level of professional knowledge among the middle-aged and 
younger cadres. 


Third, cadres must be trained through practice. Cadres can be discovered and 
trained through practice. It is our experience that practice is essential to en- 
rich their knowledge and sharpen their professional skills. It is an effective 
method that can quickly lead them to success. This is why the process of deliber- 
ately and selectively testing some middle-aged and younger cadres at important posts 
has become our best device for promoting cadres, especially upper echelon factory 
cadres. 


Before the promotion of one of our plant's present deputy directors, our party 
committee and the plant decided to let him take charge of workshop, technology 

and production units. It can be said that he has been promoted to his present 
position step by step. Our trade union chairman is also a man who has undergone 
repeated tests in various grassroots units. He is a former member of our political 
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department, former workshop leader, former secretary of a party branch, former 
chief of our supply section and former director of a subplant. After undergoing 
all these tests, he was finally elected by the masses to the chairmanship of our 
trade union during a democratic campaign. Through practice, he has improved his 
professional skills and increased his ebility to handle and solve problems. 


Thanks to our efforts to undertake the task of selecting and training middle-aged 
and younger cadres, our contingent of cadres has been strengthened and has become 
more capable of promoting production in a positive way. During the past 2 years, 
the strengthening of our leading group has been responsible for increasing the out- 
put of our plant. 


9574 
CSO: 4005/28 
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PARTY AND STATE 


COMBAT BOURGEOIS INFLUENCE, EDUCATE MASSES IN DISCIPLINE 
Fuzhou FUJIAN RIBAO in Chinese 11 Sep 81 p 3 


[Article by Zhang Zhi [1728 4249] and Yuan Qixiong [5913 0796 7160]: "Grasp New 
Opportunities To Combat the Corrosive Influence Under the New Situation"] 


[Text] The “Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the PRC™ points out: "Socialist society must have a high-level spiri- 
tual civilization. Resistiag the influence of decadent bourgeois ideologies and 
remnant feudal ideas and overcoming the influence of petit bourgeois ideologies” 
are an important part of building a socialist spiritual civilization.” 


The talk about resisting the corrosive influence of bourgeois ideologies is an 

old as well as a new issue. As early as the eve of liberation, the Party Central 
Committee and Comrade Mao Zedong issued a call to guard against bourgeois attacks 

by “sugar-coated bullets," so that they could lead the entire party, the entire 
army, and the people throughout the country to score success in this struggle. Yet 
today, the situation in many ways is no longer the same as it was in the past. 

This is why we should concentrate our attention on grasping new opportunities in the 
struggle against this corrosive influence. 


First, the nature of this problem is no longer the same. In the past, and especially 
during the early days of liberation, when various exploiting classes remained alive, 
they could still make their influence felt after losing their political power. Not 
reconciled to their defeat, they still continued their desperate contest of strength 
with us on all fronts. At that time, however, the struggle between tne corrosive 
influence and its opponents was clearly a form of confrontation between antagonistic 
classes, which is in the nature of contradiction between ourselves and the enemy. 
Today, the exploiting classes have ceased to exist, leaving behind only vestiges of 
their ideologies, including bourgeois ideologies, which may still exist in the minds 
of some people and be reflected in their statements and other activities. Therefore, 
the nature of our current effcrts to resist the corrosive influence of bourgeois 
ideologies no longer takes the form of confrontation between antagonistic classes, 
although it cannot be said that it is no longer a reflection of class struggle in 
the ideological field. Except for some individual hidden enemies and antagonistic 
elements using "sugar-coated bullets" as a weapon to attain their political aims, 
our current struggle is largely in the nature of contradictions among the people. 
Only by recognizing this difference can we formulate a correct policy. 


22 














Second, the histerical background has undergone changes. In the days when our 
country suffered from imperialist encirclement and blockade, we basically lived 
in a "closed-door" society. Today, we have established diplomatic relations 

with 124 countries and have developed economic, trade, and cultural relations 
with additional countries and regions. This means that our “closed-dvocr society" 
has to a certain degree opened the door to foreigners. Our Fujian Province has 
declared itself a special zone, as an active step to expand its economic contact 
with foreign countries. Although this effort will benefit our economic develop- 
ment and other activities, it has also made the situation more complicated than 
ever. One of the examples is that the bourgeois laissez-faire trend and Western 
ways of life have sneaked into our country. If we fail to resist such decadent 
trash and allow “its proponents at home and abroad to work hand in glove," we 

may face the danger of being overwhelmend by it. It is wrong to cherish the 
memory of the “closed society" because of this danger. Nor is it right to assume 
that, since the classes have cear7d to ex‘st, this negligible “influence” can be 
ignored or disregarded. 


Third, the mentality of the members of our society has undergone changes. In 
bygone days, inspired by the vigorous development of socialist undertakings, the 
people, sensitive to the striking contrast between che old and the new societies, 
often took a positive view of everythirg. Generally speaking, their ability to 
guard against and resist unhealthy tendencies and [resist] the ideologies of the 
bourgeoisie and other exploiting classes was greater than it is today. Today, when 
the people are still suffering from the "hidden wounds" caused by the "Great 
Cultural Revolution," their ability to distinguish right from wrong and to resist 
the “harmful germs" is obviously on the wsae. Although the bourgeois "fragrant" 
wind and foul smell from abroad originate in countries known for their advanced 
science and technology and their affluent material civilization they have 
absolutely nothing to do with advanced science and technology and affluent material 
civilization. Some people, however, have cherishced them as a "modern way of life” 
worthe of emulation. This change in mentality will certainly trigger a change in 
our social moral conduct. 


This new situation and these new developments have brought to light new requirements 
for us to resist the corrosive influence of the bourgeois ideologies under the new 
historical conditions. An urgent task is the call to change the loosely organized, 
weak, and soft leadership that does exist on the ideological and cultural fronts. 

We must uphold the four basic principles and carry on the struggle on the two fronts. 
In dealing with erroneous ideas, we must stress the need for education and strengthen 
ideological and political work. In dealing with the problem concerning the con- 
tradictions among the people, we must adopt the methods of persuasion instead of 
those of coercion. Unauthorized criticism and struggle will serve only to suppress 
the peonle. Only by means of education can we convince them. But education must go 
hand in hand with deterrent measures. Education, persuasion, and reasoning on the 
one hand and deterrence, rigid jaw, discipline, and rules and regulations on the othe 
other are two categories of measures which can complement each other. Neither should 
be overemphasized to the neglect of the other. The struggle against corrosive in- 
fluences should be conceived as a mass self-education campaign, rather than as a mass 
movement. Our party has consistently carried on the excellent tradition of criticism 
and self-criticism as part of the effort to educate the masses in their own ways. 

But this excellent tradition has been distorted and even trampled under foot under 
leftist guidance. Only by restoring and carrying forward this excellent tradition 
and by widely launching criticism and self-criticism can we translate the efforts 

to resist the corrosive influence of bourgecis ideologies into conscious action by 
the masses in their daily political life. 
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We must concentrate on instilling faith in the people and educating them in the 
tradition of hard struggle. Man's faith is the mainstay of his spiritual life, 
just as the faith of a society is the mainstay of its spiritual well-being. 

Many of the current changes in the eating and drinking habits of members of our 
society and their tastes in entertainment as well as their interests and desires 
actually reflect a change in their view of life which confuses the beautiful and 
the ugly, bitterness and happiness, honor and disgrace, and public interest and 
private interest. This change is closely connected to the changes in their 
political beliefs. For this reason, only by coming to grips with the nature of 
the problem through studying its appearance can we lead the people to foster the 
correct view of life and advance firmly in the correct political direction. The 
tradition of hard struggle is our heirloom. Some people contend that since we 
can now live better than ever, it is no longer necessary to reemphasize hard 
struggle. This is obviously wrong. Although our current material living con- 
ditions are truly far better than in the days before liberation, this achieve- 
ment is still far from satisfactory. Even if the four modernizations are realized 
and further improve our material well-being, we will still have to work hard. 

We must promote the good virtue of the proletariat, which calls for practicing 
economy and diligence, and do away with the decadent lifestyle of the exploiting 
classes in order to transform our society, boost our national morale, and 
accelerate the development of the four modernizations. 


9574 
cso: 4005/49 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY OUTLINED 


Beijing XIN SHIQI [NEW ERA] in Chinese No 8, Aug 81 pp 2-5 


[Article: "On the Characteristics of the New Democratic Society--Interview 
with Comrade Xu Dixin [6079 3321 2450]"] 


[Excerpts] After the promulgation of the "Resolution on a Number of the 
Party's Historical Issues since the Founding of the Nation," our reporter 
interviewed Comrade Xu Dixin, the renowned economist, for his understanding 
and views of the transformation from new democracy to socialism. 


Question: How should one interpret the passage in the "Resolution" which 
states: "From the founding of the People's Republic of China in October 1949 
to the year 1956, our party led all nationalities in the country to realize 
step by step the transformation from new democracy to socialism?" Why was the 
founding of the new China the beginning of the socialist revolution and a 
socialist construction? 


Answer: With the formation of the People's Republic of China in 1949, our 
country, on a nationwide scale (except Taiwan), entered the new democratic 
society from a semi-colonial and semi-feudal society. The new democratic 
society was transitional in nature; therefore, from 1949 to 1956, our country 
transformed from it to a socialist society. Such division is a historical 
necessity, because the revolutionary objectives and tasks in the new democratic 
period were different from those in the socialist period. In the new democra- 
tic period, mainly we combated imperialism, feudalism and the bureaucratic 
comprador class. Concretely speaking, there were three major tasks: 


The first was to confiscate the bureaucratic capital. A task with a dual 
meaning, it was the result of the victory of the new democratic revolution 
while also bearing the nature of the socialist revolution. Turning the bureau- 
cratic enterprises into popular ownership strengthened the socialist public 
economy which had been started in the revolutionary bases. However, such 

former bureaucratic enterprises were still under the control of the feudal gang- 
leaders (known as "number one" in Shanghai). Therefore, in 1950, oyr party 
introduced democratic reform among the state enterprises. This, also was a 
task of the democratic revolution. 
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The second was land reform. At that time, land reform was carried out in the 

old liberated areas, but in the vast new liberated areas, the exploitation of 

the peasants by the landowner class was not yet abolished and the feudal land 

ownership remained to be solved. Confiscating the land of the landowners for 

distribution to the peasants was an extremely important historical task of the 
new democratic revolution. 


The third was protection of the industry and commerce of the national bourgeoi- 
sie. China's national bourgeoisie had a dual nature which Comrade Mao Zedong 
analyzed thoroughly. At the beginning of liberation, the output value of the 
plants and enterprises run by the national bourgeoisie constituted 63.2 percent 
of the national total, which was a: relatively large proportion. To recover 
production, we had to protect the bourgeois industry and commerce, permitting 
them to operate and to exploit. 


Here we can see that, in the first few years after liberation, the tasks of 
the democratic revolution were fairly heavy. If we overlook the importance of 
the democratic revolution, we will be making a big mistake. 


Some people ask why we did not begin the socialist revolution and socialist 
construction from the first day of the new China. It is an impractical idea. 
The revolutionary tasks of the two periods were different. The main tasks of 
the new democratic revolution were to combat imperialism, feudalism and the 
bureaucratic comprador bourgeoisie, while the principal objective of the 
socialist revolution was the bourgeoisie. Before the completion of the tasks 
of the new demccratic revolution, could we skip this historical stage? Na- 
turally not. 


Question: What were the main political and economic indications in the trans- 
formation of the new democratic society to a socialist society? What were the 
major distinctions between the new democratic economy and the socialist econo- 
my ? 


Answer: The political distinction between the new democratic society and the 
socialist society was not great, because the political power of our state was 
in the hands of the people's democratic dictatorship under the leadership of 
the proletariat. The landowner and bureaucratic comprador classes had already 
been overthrown, foreign capital was gradually solved, and what remained was 
the national bourgeoisie. As its members supported or were sympathetic to us 
to different degrees in the past, what we followed was the policy of unity and 
education, not the policy of knocking them down, gradually introducing the 
socialist reform of private industry and commerce, bringing them into the 
orbit of state capitalism and paying them redemption. I once discussed the 
issue with Mr Katayama Tetsu (once the prime minister of Japan) of the 
Japanese Socialist Party. He highly praised our measure and said that “the 
Chinese Communist Party is moral and just." The China Democratic Construction 
Association representing the national bourgeoisie made a fairly good manifes- 
tation in this aspect. As its members obeyed the party's leadership and 
supported socialism, many of them received appointments in the government as 
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assistant provincial governors and assistant mayors or served in the standing 
committees of the people's congresses and political consultative conferences 
of the various levels. After the reform of the capitalist industry and com- 
merce in 1956, everything remained unchanged. We let the national capitalists 
retain their civil and voting rights. Thus, we had the initiative. 


The main distinction between the two stages was economic. In the new democra- 
tic stage, the party permitted the capitalists to operate stores and make 
money and to exploit. Naturally, there were restrictions. After entering the 
socialist society, i.e., after introducing the socialist reform of private 
industry and commerce, we adopted the form of joint state-private operation 
and fixed interest and reorganized them into basically socialist enterprises. 
By this time, the capitalists were no longer permitted to operate plants and 
exploit. The presence or absence of capitalism and exploitation was the main 
economic distinction between the new democratic society and the socialist 
society. 


Question: Is consolidating the new democratic order a correct formulation? 





Answer: I feel that it is incorrect. The new democratic society was a transi- 
tional one, a transitional stage from the semi-colonial and semi-feudal society 
to a socialist society. Therefore, he could it be consolidated? If consoli- 
dated, it would exist indefinitely, and we would be unable to advance to the 
socialist society. The final goal of us communists is communism; therefore, 
how could we settle ourselves in the new democratic stage? Nor is the formu- 
lation of consolidating the new democratic order tenable in theory. 


Today we say that the pace of the socialist reform was too fast, and that, if 
we took a little more time and worked more carefully, we would have done even 
better. It is a question of the length of time, and does not mean consolidat- 
ing the new democratic order, and even less "long live the new democracy!" If 
we took 15 years to carry out the original plan, we would still have to pro- 
gress after the 15 years, and we could not consolidate. 


Question: Since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, 
the economic policy introduced by us permits the existence of multiple economic 
components, a certain development of the individual economy, and even helpers 
and apprentices. Does it mean that we permit exploitation, and what is its 
difference from the economic policy of the beginning years after the founding 
of the nation? 


Answer: We closed the doors too tight in the past, leaving state commerce as 
the only channel of circulation. Almost all the free markets in the northern 
provinces were shut down, while some remained in operation in some small areas 
in the south. Shanghai opened its free markets for several months, but they 
were later shut down. At that time, the free market was considered capitalism. 
Lenin said that small production bred capitalism in large numbers everyday and 
every hour. We interpreted his words mechanically. Lenin was talking about 
the conditions before the socialist reform, while we applied his words to the 
China many years after the victory of the socialist revolution. Therefore, we 
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did not permit the existence of individual economy. A few years ago, shoe 
repairmen were occasionally seen, but the small peddlers worked furtively like 
petty thieves. The same held true with the agricultural cooperative movement. 
The change was too fast, aiming at uniformity and, regardless of the circum- 
stances, no individual farming was permitted. There is no absolute uniformity 
in the world. It was the leftwing ideology doing mischief. 


Is it feasible for state commerce plus the supply and marketing cooperatives 
to solve the needs of 1 billion people? The people's needs differ in myriads 
of ways, while we wanted to simplify them. Meanwhile, the population of our 
country has doubled in the past 30 years. If we make the process of circula- 
tion so rigid, where will the large number of young people find employment? 
They cannot all get into state plants. Does it mean that they do not have to 
eat and live? The party's policy of relaxation in the economic aspect since 
the 3d Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee does not mean that 
we do not want socialism; on the contrary, it is to reinforce socialism. 
Solving the employment problem of the large number of young people through all 
kinds of channels will also supplement the economic inadequacies of the state 
and benefit the people. Will it not reduce the pressure on socialism? 


A certain number of helpers and a certain number of apprentices now permitted 
by us are under different conditions from the early years of liberation. 
Hiring several hundred to several thousand employees, some of the plants of 
the capitalists were still fairly powerful at that time. To assure the deve- 
lopment of the socialist economy, we had to restrict and reform them. Now it 
is different. The socialist economy has long gained a firm foothold and 
expanded. In addition, the number of helpers is limited, and there is no com 
parison with the past in terms of numbers. That we want a certain development 
of the individual economy is not for the purpose of returning to the new demo- 
cratic socie¥y, but to open wider the doors which were closed too tight in the 
past, in order to solve the employment problem of a part of the young people 
and supplement the inadequacies of the socialist economy. It is a correct 
policy which starts from reality, and different from returning to the new 
democratic economy. 


6080 
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PARTY AND STATE 


SYSTEM OF REPORT, PROPAGANDA OFFICIALS REVIVED IN HENAN 
Beijing BANYUETAN [SEMIMONTHLY TALKS] in Chinese No 16, 25 Aug 81 p 38-39 


[Article by Fan Qifeng [2868 1142 1496]: 'Huaiyang County Revives System of Report- 
ing and Propaganda Officials"] 


[Text] Huaiyang County is situated on the plain in eastern Henan; it is a big 
county with a population of 1 million. It is said that the Divine Farmer of antiqui- 
ty planted crops, tasted various medical herbs, and “taught the people about farm- 
ing" precisely in this region. But a few years back, this county fared rather 
regularly only by consuming repurchased foodgrains. Ever since the responsibility 
system was instituted last year, however, the situation has changed considerably. 
Production of foodgrains, oil products, and cotton has increased across the county. 
Total agricultural output has increased by 32 percent, and per capita income dis- 
tribution has increased by 40 yuan. When people elatedly talk about such results, 
they often add this sentence: "A meritorious contribution to this has also been 
made by our communicators and propagandists!" 


Lincai Commune is one example. This commune used to be the "pot bottom" of the 
whole county; its production brigades had no reserves, and its individual households 
had no foodgrain surplus. Commune members often said: "Even hawkers of rat poison 
did not come to our place." When the production responsibility system was put into 
effect early last year, everybody talked about the matter. The obstacles were 
great. The commune party committee mobilized several hundred communicators and pro- 
pagandists to diligently speak about the party's rural policies and to eliminate 

the influence of leftist mistakes, and thereby the people's hesitations were removed. 
After the commune carried out the fixing of work quotas based on individual house- 
holds, total foodgrain production last year increased by 40 percent over that of the 
previous year, and the wheat harvest this summer increased again by 60 percent over 
that of last year. 


After the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, the Huaiyang 
Party Committee maintained that without a powerful contingent of propagandists, it 
would be impossible to have the party's principles and policies realized at the 

basic level and the construction of the four modernizations smoothly carried forward. 
They recalled the important roles played by communicators and propagandists during 
the period of resistance against America and aid to Korea and the period of socialist 
transformation, and therefore they decided to reconstruct this contingent. In March 
last year, Huaiyang County adopted the combined approaches of recommendation from 
below and selection from above, whereupon, 248 communicators and 9,920 propagandists 
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were recommended and selected in the revival of the report and propaganda system 
of the 1950's. The propaganda department of the county party committee held eight 
training classes during different periods to train core cadres, and it issued cer- 
tificates to the communicators and propagandists thus trained. 


After these comrades got started in their work, they all asked the county party 
committee to supply them with propaganda materials. In the beginning, the propaganda 
department would select some articles from the newspapers and journals every so often 
and have them reproduced and distributed. But the effects of these little pamphlets 
were not so ideal. In the first place, the basic-level cadres and the masses had no 
time to read those long articles; in the second place, they could not be distributed 
in time, since by the time the materials reached the people's hands, it was often 

a case of "pasting the doorgods on 15 January--one-half month too late"; and in the 
third place, the cost was too high. After BANYUETAN was issued, everybody felt 

that although this journal is small, its content is very rich. What it uses is the 
land tiller's language, and what it discusses is the land tiller's affairs; its 
articles are short, and whether one is busy at work or not, one can always read it. 
Its price, too, is very cheap. So everybody likes it very much. Thus the propaganda 
department of the county party committee subscribed to a copy of BANYUETAN for every 
communicator; propagandists of many communes and production brigades also began to 
subscribe to it. In the end, the country as a whole subscribed to 1,362 copies, and 
the number of subscriptions by communes such as Anling, Xinzhan, etc, all ran above 
100. 


During the past year and more, this well-organized, well-led propagandist contingent, 
which was stationed all over the country and which put down roots at the basic level, 
proceeded to build a bridge by which the party was connected to the masses, thereby 
greatly enlivening the party's propaganda work. By adopting various flexible propa- 
ganda forms, they timely conveyed the party's line, principles, and policies. 





In conjunction with the party's central work and in the light of actualities, they 
effected pertinent communications. On many occasions, the secretary and deputy 
secretary of the county party committee reported as communicators on situations, 
tasks, and education on revolutionary traditions. The county drama group once con- 
cocted all sorts of pretexts to issue "rewards" and "subsidies," but it still did 

not make out very well. Once when it was to stage a play, individual players 
wrangled about fringe benefits and salaries and refused at the last moment to make 
up for the performance, and the drama group accordingly had to change its repertoire. 
In view of these problems, the head of the cultural bureau and communicator Li Lanrong 
[2621 5695 2837] conscientiously prepared their lecture notes and made nine reports 
at various times. Through such propaganda and education, the county drama group 
voluntarily canceled seven kinds of unreasonable rewards and subsidies, and a good 
trend of strictly abiding by discipline and engaging in earnest work thus began to 
emerge. 


In the fields, on the work grounds, and in households, they have organized the masses 
to read newspapers, listen to broadcasts, study, and engage in discussions. When 

the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee came to a close, the 
vast ranks of communicators and propagandists all passed on the word and timely 
organized the masses to listen to the communique and resolutions of the plenary 
meeting on the radio. At that time, it was right in the midst of a very busy 

season; quite a few propagandists brought their transistor radios to the work grounds, 
where they would hoe a section of the field and operate it for a while. 
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They have made use of evening schools, exhibition windows, blackboard bulletins, and 
broadcasts to carry out propaganda. Many communicators and propagandists have 
actively contributed articles and, through such forms as news, novels, prose, and 
poetry, they have timely reported the new achievements and new experiences in the 
construction of the four modernizations across the county, enthusiastically praised 
the party's policies, and thus played a definite role in enlivening people's spirit 
and stimulating the people's fighting stamina. 


9255 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CADRES' DISTORTION OF CENTRAL POLICIES DECRIED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 22 Sep 81 p 4 


[Commentary by Zhong Huai [6945 2037]: "Why Are Good Sutras Recited in a Twisted 
Way?"'] 


[Text] As the saying goes: A monk with a twisted mouth cannot recite the sutras 
well. 


In our life, the party and state have issued many correct calls and regulations, but 
when they reach certain units and certain persons, they somehow become seriously 
twisted. 

Among the "five stresses and four points of beauty," one is beautiful environment. 
In order to have "beautiful environment," some units thereby go in for large-scale 
construction and take advantage of the opportunity to remodel their clubs, repaint 
offices that were originally painted quite well, or even refurbish the yards of 
leading cadres’ residences in a big way--needless to say, at the expense of the state. 


In his speech at the meeting in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the founding 
of our party, Comrade Hu Yaobang, in order to encourage everyone to rally his spirit 
and overcome difficulties, made a vivid analogy: in climbing Mount Tai, when we 
have reached the Halfway Gate to Heaven, we find that the three Eighteen Bends lie 
ahead of us; until we have negotiated these bends, we won't be able to reach the 
South Gate of Heaven and ultimately arrive at the Peak of the Jade Emperor. In the 
process of studying, some units, intent upon ascertaining the spirit of the words of 
the leading comrade of the Central Committee, have undertaken to organize cadres and 
staff members into groups to climb Mount Tai together, with the result that at the 
foot of Mount Tai vehicles have created a scene of hustle and bustle--ouce again, 
needless to say, at the expense of the state--while the real purpose was to joyride. 


Can it be that those who have resorted to such antics really did not know what a 
"beautiful environment" is? Can it be that they really thought that unless they per- 
sonally climbed Mount Tai, they would not be able to understand the spirit of Comrade 
Hu Yaobang's words? Even those as innocent as the red-scarfed [Young Pioneers] would 
not believe them. 


No matter how good the sutras are, if we let monks with twisted mouths recite then, 
they cannot, of course, be done well. Similarly, no matter how good the matters 
from above may be, when they are enforced progressively downward and encounter cacres 
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with a devious workstyle, they suffer either "obstacles in between" or depreciation, 
becoming twisted or even eventually no longer recognizable. 


To return to where we have started from, the important thing is still to grasp our 
party's workstyle seriously. We must not only do so at the higher level but also 
the intermediate and lower levels. With the intermediate and basic levels following 
a devious workstyle, no matter how correct are the principles that are formulated 
and the systems and measures that are prescribed by the Central Committee, they can 
hardly achieve proper results. The vast ranks of the masses have a profound under- 
standing of this and have made their complaints known. While emphasizing the recti- 
fication of our party's workstyle, we must not overlook this question. 
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COMMENTATOR: TOO OFTEN THOSE WHO FOLLOW CORRECT PATH ARE SCORNED 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 24 Aug 81 p 1 


[Article by Commentator: "Support Uprighteousness and Suppress Evil"] 

[Text] After the smashing of the “gang of four," and especially since the Third 
Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, all of our undertakings have 

followed the correct path of stable development and have made great accomplishments. 

Upright conduct has constantly been increasing, and evil has constantly been stopped 

and attacked. This is the dominant direction. However, it should also be noted 

that in some places and units there are still some bad tendencies. For example: 


In ideology and culture, while a great many good and comparatively good works have 
appeared, a number of works with mistaken ideological trends have also appeared, 
and some of them are harmful. They violate the spirit of the Third Plenary Session 
of the llth Party Central Committee and the four basic principles. But these works 
have not received the criticism they should. 


in the economic area, situations in which national interests are not considered, 
national supervision is avoided, and people engage in parochialism, use much public 
money for a little personal gain, viclate the law and discipline, and practice fraud 
have not been handled as they should. 


In the area of party style, although there have been great improvements, bureaucra- 
ticsm and special privilege still exist; in particular, dealing in "relationships" 
and wining and dining to get things done are still very prevalent practices. 


It is in places and units where these improper practices have raised their ugly heads 
that an unusual phenomenon has appeared: comrades who have been supporting the 

line since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, comrades 
who work actively and whose work is very effective, comrades who dare to uphold the 
principles, who are meticulous about fairness, and who dare to fight mistaken 
opinions and evil practices not only do not get enthusiastic support and encourage- 
ment, but actually are isolated and given the cold shoulder. 


How can these situations come about? The main reason is that the ideological and 
political work of the party organizetions in these places and units is in a lax and 
weak state and does not dare support uprighteousness and suppress evil. In the 

face of right and wrong concerning the interests of the party and the people, some 
comrades adopt the attitude of "peacemaker"; you're OK, I'm OK; they keep peace with 








everyone, knowing full well that it's wrong but also knowing that it's best to say 
little. Some comrades worm their way into a “relationship” circle, and share and 
share alike; there is a tacit understanding that whether they see something or not, 
they will not interfere with each other. As far as mistakes are concerned, they 
turn a blind eye to them, adopt a laissez-faire attitude, drift with the tide, and 
dodge contradictions. They cannot be aroused but drift along, just wanting to get 
along without any trouble, and are ambiguous in the face of right and wrong prin- 
ciples. This negativist, vulgar workstyle is incompatible with the proletarian 
nature of our party. Now we should research the correct ways and means of overcom- 
ing attitudes of laxity and weakness so that our party's leadership will become 
strong and aroused. 


Of course, strengthening isn't something that is done recklessly with a great deal 
of noise, or by criticizing right and left. This can't be thought of as strengthen- 
ing. The only effective method is to pick up the weapon of criticism and self- 
criticism and, with boldness and assurance, launch ideological and political work. 
Dare to actively support uprighteousness, and dare to criticize and struggle against 
evil. Here there are clear boundaries between right and wrong and principles of 
action. The point of establishing a party for communists--the basic legislative 
point of our nation, and the will of all the party and all the people--requires us 
to support right and resist evil, because truth is on our side, and justice is on 
our side. The social-ideological tide which is divorced from the path of socialisn, 
is divorced from the leadership of the party, and engages in bourgeois freedoms; 
evil ways of doing things that injure national interests and engage in trickery; 

the incorrect style of engaging in special privileges and taking advantages of "re- 
lationships"--these fundamentally violate the interests of the people. We certainly 
should bestir ourselves tc launch criticism, support uprighteousness, and suppress 
evil, for in this way we can restore and develop the good traditions of the party. 


If we wish to change this situation of laxity and weakness, it is a matter not only 
of strengthening the ideological l.adership of the ideological and cultural front, 
but also of strengthening the leadership of the economic front and other areas. 
Every one of our leadership comrades should reflect: Is the leadership in my area 
strong or is it weak? Is it unified or is it lax? If we conscientiously absorb 
the experience of history and self-consciously pick up the weapon of criticism and 
self-criticism, strengthen ideological leadership, work surely and steadily, and 
strive unremittingly, the area of evil will become smaller and smaller and that of 
uprighteousness will become greater, and our socialist enterprise will grow and 
flourish. 


8226 
CSO: 4005/913 


35 











PARTY AND STATE 


PARTY MUST TAKE LEAD IN IMPROVING SOCIAL ORDER 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 25 Aug 81 p 1 


[Article: "Strengthen Party Leadership Over Improving the Social Order; Provincial 
Committee Convenes Conference of Local and Municipal Secretaries Charged with 
Political and Legal Work; They Demand Continuation of the Policy of Punishing Serious 
Crime Severely and Swiftly; Strive for Fundamental Change for the Better in Social 
Order in Zhejiang Province”™] 


[Text] From 15 to 21 August, the Zhejiang Committee of the Chinese Communist Party 
held a conference of local and muncipal secretaries charged with political and legal 
work. The conference emphatically pointed out that under the conditions in which 

the urban and rural security situation has taken a turn for the better but has not 
yet taken a fundamental turn for the better, it is especially necessary to strengthen 
the party's leadership of political and legal work. They demanded that party com- 
mittees at all levels stress social order work and vigorously strive to bring about 

a clear turn for the better in Zhejiang's social order this winter and next spring. 


The conference felt that strengthening and improving the party's leadership over 
political and legal work would constitute a guarantee of improving social order. 

The party leads the people in establishing laws, and it should also lead the people 
in enforcing them. Organs of public security and administration of justice and the 
people's organs for enforcing the law have assumed the heavy burden of upholding 
social order and protecting people's lives and property. Thus, as long as they are 
under the leadership of the party and rely on themasses, they can do their work well. 
When we talk about exercising judicial authority and procuratorial authority accord- 
ing to the law and independently, we are talking about the authority granted to the 
courts and the procuratorate to exercise national law independently, to try cases 
according to the law, and not to submit to any pressure from certain persons not to 
follow the laws and pervert the law for the benefit of relatives or friends. But 
this does not mean that judicial agencies do not need the leadership of the party, 
of that party committees can relax their own leadership. Party committees at all 
levels must fully understand the importance and significance of doing a good job of 
social order in order to guarantee unity and stability and economic readjustment, 
must correctly handle the relationship between stressing economic construction and 
stressing social order, must self-consciously make the rectification of social order 
part of the agenda, and must do it carefully and well. The first secretary should 
personally take an interest in this, and the secretaries charged with political and 
legal work should be conscientious and hold conscientious discussions several times 
a year. They should be familiar with the law and with politics, and they should 
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lead the political and legal sections in analyzing the public security situation at 
all times, mastering the trends in the enemy's situation, and researching, formulat- 
ing, and implementing feasible measures. They should coordinate the interrelations 
of political and legal sections, and should resolve problems of ideology and under- 
standing among political and legal cadres and police and actual difficulties that 
come up in work. When knotty problems, important cases, and serious questions of 
public order appear, leadership comrades should personally go to the scene and 
direct things on the spot. 





The conference analyzed the situation since the implementation of the spirit of the 
Central Committee's Conference on Public Security in Five Major Cities. The con- 
ference pointed out that although the public security situation in Zhejiang has taken 
a turn for the better, the public security situation in society still has not taken 

a fundamental turn for the better, that criminal activity is still rampant, that 
problems still are rather serious, and that in many places the people lack u sense 

of security. We should certainly still continue to overcome situations which we 

are not attacking effectively, and we should seize the opportunity to advance on 

the crest of victory. Under the unified leadership of the party, political and 

legal organs should continue to resolutely carry out the policy of punishing serious 
crimes severely and swiftly according to the law. As for the few active criminals 
who are harming society, such as murders, robbers, rapists and gang rapists, arson- 
ists, bombers and others: those who should be detained should be detained, those 

who should receive labor education should receive labor education, these who should 
be arrested should be arrested, those who should be severely punished should not bk 
lightly punished, and the few who should be executed must be resolutely executed. 

{f social order does not take a fundamental turn for the better, the implementation 
of the policy of severe and swift punishment cannot waver. in attacking criminal 
activity we should be firm, precise, and stern, attacking the few and striving to 
reform the majority through education. We should continue to propagandize vigorously 
the third law document of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress-- 
the “Resolution Concerning the Reform Through Labor and the Reform Through Education 
of Persons Who Have Escaped or Have Committed Serious Crimes," and we should treat 
with lenciency all who confess or inform against and expose the crimes of others, in 
accordance with the policy of "leniency for those who confess" and "redeeming oneself 
through good service." Those criminals who resist reform and continue to be bad 
should certainly be punished strictly or severly according to the law, even to the 
point of having their urban residence registration canceled. 


The conference also pointed wut that the question of public order is a comprehensive 
reflection of the contradictions in society. Under the leadership of the party com- 
mittee, we must mobilize and organize forces from various areas to implement "conm- 
prehensive governance." In order to be effective, we should adopt measures in the 
various areas of politics, economics, law, ideology, education, and culture. 


During the conference, ‘‘ie Ying [6993 3841] first secretary of the Zhejiang Party 
Committee, gave a talk. 


The conference was chaired by Wang Fang [3769 5364], deputy secretary of the 
Zhejiang Party Committee. Responsible comrades from the Zhejiang General Trade 
Union, the Communist Youth League, and the Women's Association gave speeches at the 
conference. Participating in the conference were responsible persons from the Pro- 
vincial Party Committee, the Standing Committee of the Provincial People's Congress, 
and concerned departments and political and legal agencies of the Provincial People's 
Government. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


A LOOK AT PRE-1911 REVOLUTIONARY-REFORMIST DEBATE 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 22 Sep 81 p 5 


[Article by Yan Ruping [0917 1172 1627]: "The Debate Between the Revolutionaries 
and Reformists Prior to the i911 Revolution" ] 


[Text] In August 1905, after the great revolutionary pioneer Dr Sun Yat-sen took the 

lead to establish the Tong Meng Hui, bourgeois reformists represented by Kang Youwei 

and Liang Qichao continued to propagate the need to implement a "constitutional 

monarchy" and exerted considerable influence among the bourgeois, petitbourgeois | 
youths, overseas Chinese, ideological groups, and circles of opinion. In order to | 
advance the revolutionary movement, the Tong Meng Hui opened up a fierce debate with 

the reformists. 


The main forum for this debate was the organ of the Tong Meng Hui, MINBAO [PEOPLE'S 
NEWSPAPER], and XINMIN CONGBAO [NEW PEOPLE'S JOURNAL] headed up by Liang Qichao. 


The revolutionary-reformist debate centered mainly on the following four questions: 


(I) Whether or not to overthrow the Qing government--the debate over the so-called 
"ethnic revolution." 


Liang Qichao declared: Under the rule of the Qing monarchy, "the people of the whole 
country have already become equal under the law, and there are no more privileged 
persons."' Hence, with respect to the Qing government, there should be no overthrow 
but only supervision and reform. 


In articles such as "National Citizens," "On Why the Manchu Government Cannot Practice 
Constitutionalism Even If It Wished To," and "A Fair Appraisal of Anti-Manchu Orien- 
tation" which they published in MINBAO, the revolutionaries exposed the policies of 
ethnic discrimination and suppression practiced by the Qing government and pointed 

out that the politics of the previous 260 years had been an aristocratic politics of 
inequality, and that the oppression of the Han nationality by the Qing government 

of the Manchus could be called omnipresent. 


The revolutionaries also exposed the Qing government's traitorous and capitulationist 
behavior in "being willing to present their sovereign possessions to friendly coun- 
tries rather than grant them to their household slaves." They pointed out that since 
the Opium War of 1840 War of 1840, none of the major or minor treaties concluded by 
the Qing government with "foreigners" "was anything more than damaging to itself and 
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beneficial to others." “Major [treaties] involved encroachment on territorial rights 
as those having to do with railroads, minerals, and navigation routes. These have 
made our citizens grieve over everything they see, and they have no place to turn for 
redress of such grievances." In order to save the Chinese nation from its in deep 
and heavy crises, it was necessary to overthrow "the alien, autocratic government 
which denigates and abandons our country's rights and interests." 


(Il) Whether or not to establish a republican regime--the debate over the so-called 
"political revolution." 


Liang Qichao, the principal advocate of the reformists, piously propagated the "con- 
stitutional monarchy" theory of Prof Bolunhake [3134 0243 5756 0344] of the University 
of Berlin in Germany, and did his best to trumpet that China should also practice con- 
stitutional monarchy. He opposed the establishment of a republican regime. 


The revolutionaries could not tolerate constitutional monarchy. They advocated a 
thorough transformation of the government of monarchical autocracy of several thou- 
sand years' standing and the establishment of a republican regime that would carry 
out a system of people's rights and constitutionalism. They held that under such a 
republican regime, there would be no differentiation of the people into various ranks 
and classes, with the result that everybody would be equal with everybody else, which 
would be "the best and the most suitable." 


(III) Whether or not to practice the principle of the people's livelihood--the debate 
over the so-called "social revolution." 


As to whether it was necessary to carry out a “social revolution" in China, the 
reformists were entirely negative. Liang Qichao said that the economic structure of 
Chinese society was different from that of the countries of Europe and America; there 
was no serious gap between the poor and the rich, and taxes and levies were extremely 
light. Hence it was only necessary to carry out the principle of social reforn. 


Opposing the reformists, the revolutionaries pointed out in articles such as "State 
Ownership of Land and Public Finances," "The Principle of People's Livelihood and 
the Future of China's Political Revolution,” and "A Refutation of XINMIN CONGBAO's 
Deprecation of State Ownership of Land" that although there was no serious gap 
between the poor and the rich in China, as there was in countries of Europe and 
America, a difference between the poor and the rich did exist; if the majority of 
people were not to curl under the control of the minority of capitalists, it was 
necessary to carry out a social revolution. 


(IV) Whether or not to resort to revolution--the debate over the question of the 
merits and demerits of revolution. 


The reformists were extremely afraid of revolution and cursed it, alleging that 
revolution would cause “great disorder under heaven" and foreign intervention, and 
that it was bound to lead to national destruction. Kang Youwei said: If "the whole 
country had talked about revolution, then by this time internal disorder would have 
occurred and foreign powers would have invaded us." Liang Qichao, in turn, uttered 
the slander that revolution would destroy "social order" and lead to “endless dis- 
order,'' thus inevitably becoming unmanageable. 
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The revolutionaries were of the opinion that revolution was entirely beneficial and 
not at all harmful; only revolution could save China. They published articles in 
MINBAO such as "A Refutation of the Theory That Revolution Would Result in Partition" 
and "A Refutation of the Theory That Revolution Would Cause Internal Disorder," in 
order to pointedly refute the preposterous theories of the reformists. They pointed 
out: ''The disaster of partition is already being witnessed in China; it is out of 
its fear of partition that the revolutionary party resorts to revolution, and not its 
revolution which has incurred partition." As for the theory that revolution would 
cause internal disorder, the revolutionaries held that revolution in China this time 
was different from past peasant uprisings and wars that were in contest over the 
imperial throne; its goal [this time] was to establish a new state of democracy and 
republicanism, and therefore it would serve "the internal harmony of the people's 
parties" and create a revolutionary path in an orderly manner. 


Over the above four questions the revolutionaries and the reformists launched a great 
debate that lasted 2 years. Although, owing to their bourgeois and petitbourgeois 
ideological limitations, the revolutionaries exhibited a murky understanding of such 
major questions as antifeudalism and anti-imperialism, and even avoided discussing 
them during the debate, their opposition to the Qing Dynasty's rule and to constitu- 
tional monarchy was very firm, and they ruthlessly exposed the reactionary nature 
and deceptive propaganda of the reformists, thus making good ideological and public 
opinion preparations for the 1911 Revolution. 
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